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name of Chu San and asked Chu's wife to let her stay with them
for the night, saying, "My husband has sold me for no good reason
at all. I want to let my parents know about it. Please tell him to
come to my parents' house if he wants me."
"That's the right thing to do," her neighbors said. "You can
go on tomorrow and we shall let your husband know." The next
day the concubine took leave of her host and went away.
A fish that once frees itself from the hook
Will swim away never to return.
Now to return to Liu Kuei. When he woke up at the third watch
the lamp was still burning but there was no sight of his concubine.
Thinking that she might be in the kitchen he called to her and
asked her to bring him some tea. There was no answer and he
fell asleep again after a half-hearted attempt to get up.
Now it happened that a bad man was out that night to steal,
having lost at gambling that same day, and he came to Liu's house.
He tried the door and it yielded readily as the concubine had only
pulled it to after her. He tiptoed into Liu's room and soon dis-
covered the pile of money by Liu's feet. He began to help himself
to it but in doing so he woke up Liu, who got up and shouted:
"You can't do that! I have borrowed the money in order to go
into business to feed myself. What am I to do if you steal it from
me?"
. The robber did not answer but struck at Liu's face with his fist.
The latter dodged and struck back. After battling thus for a while
the robber, seeing that he could not get the better of Liu, retreated
to the kitchen and there picked up an axe that happened to be
handy and struck Liu in the face just as he was about to raise
the alarm. As Liu fell, the robber struck him again and alas! Liu
became as dead as can be and quite ready to receive the sacrificial
offerings of his heirs.
"I had to make a thorough job of it once I began," the robber
said9 half to himself and half to the corpse before him. "I did not
mean to kill you, really; it was you that forced me to it." So saying